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in Newgate; and a certain Lord of the Council told me
yesterday, that there are endeavours to bring in Harley as
a party in that business, and to carry it as far as an
Impeachment1

All this business has been much fomented by a Lord
whom Harley had been chiefly instrumental in impeaching
some years ago. The Secretary always dreaded him, and
made all imaginable advances to be reconciled, but could
never prevail; which made him say yesterday to some
who told it to me, that he had laid his neck under their
feet, and they trod upon it I am just going this morning
to visit that Lord, who has a very free way of telling what
he cares not who hears; and if I can learn any more par-
ticulars worth telling, you shall have them.2 I never in
my life saw or heard such divisions and complications of
parties as there have been for some time: you sometimes
see the extremes of Whig and Tory driving on the same
thing. I have heard the chief Whigs blamed by their own
party for want of moderation, and I know a Whig Lord
in good employment who voted with the highest Tories
against the Court, and the Ministry, with whom he is nearly
allied. My Lord Peterborough's affair is yet upon the
anvil, and what they will beat it out to, no man can tell.3
It is said that Harley had laid a scheme for an entire new
Ministry, and the men are named to whom the several
employments were to be given. And though his project
has miscarried, it is reckoned the greatest piece of Court
skill that has been acted these many years.

I have heard nothing since morning but that the
Attorney either has laid down, or will do it in a few days.

XXIX. [Gtfy.4]

ARCHBISHOP KING TO SWIFT

Dublin, February 21, 1707/8.

REVEREND SIR,

I HAVE at last with great difficulty got the representation
concerning the first fruits of Ireland and twentieth parts

* Supra, p. 69, n. i.

s Forster thinks (" Life/3 p. 234) this reference is to Lord Somers.
It is inconsistent with Swift's remark on u the formality of his nature"
(" Prose Works," v, 380), and may apply to Lord Halifax.

3 Snpra^ p. 73, n. 3.        4 In King's Correspondence.  See Preface. the Masham plot came to a sudden end.
